
Centenary Event News - October 2020

Dear Austin Seven Enthusiast,

On behalf of the organising committee, welcome to the first news update for the Austin Seven
Centenary Event - which we hope you already have firmly pencilled into your 2022 diaries!

From time to time we shall be bringing you information about what we have planned.

To start us off and to whet your appetite I have been in touch with Hugh Barnes (the Austin Seven
Clubs' Association Archivist), who is in charge of organising the displays of significant vehicles and
automobilia that will be a centrepiece of the week, to find out about how things are progressing.

You may have seen on the event website that Hugh is aiming "to make visitors gasp with surprise
and joy when they see what is on display" and he is working hard at twisting arms to ensure we
see some amazing items. Judging by what we can see below he's doing a mighty fine job!

Here then is a tiny glimpse of the quality we shall be exhibiting, as these cars are already lined up
to be on view, all  to be kindly loaned to us by The British Heritage Museum at Gaydon. Many
more fascinating and historic cars will join them.

John Coleman quite literally wrote himself into the Austin Seven history books - by penning
'Coleman's Drive', the superbly entertaining account his solo journey from Buenos Aires to New
York in a MO 6320,  a 1925 Chummy.

His inspiration was the book, 'Tschiffely's Ride' published by Aimé Félix Tschiffely in 1925 and
detailing an extraordinary three year horseback ride over the same route.

John Coleman's adventure began in November 1959 and took him and the Chummy through
pampas, plains,  jungle, desert, and mountains; overcoming accident, earthquake, and obstacles.

This photo from June 1960 shows John in New York at the end of the 11,467 mile drive. The
Chummy had carried him safely through the months of endeavour and this very special,
wonderfully patinated, car now holds a special place in the affections of all Austin Seven
enthusiasts.



The Austin Works Racer Single-seater dates from 1934.

Developed by Murray Jamieson, and running on alcohol sprint fuel it could develop a remarkable
85 bhp at 8500 rpm.

It was in this car, known as ‘No 2’, that Pat Driscoll achieved 140mph on Southport Sands in March
1934, a speed at which no side-valve car of any capacity had travelled in Britain before.

This photo shows Driscoll in the cockpit at Brooklands with Murray Jamieson looking on in the
glasses and greatcoat.



The Twin Cam of 1935 was a completely new design by Murray Jamieson and was built as a
racing car from the ground up. The new engine ran to 12,000 rpm at 20lb boost from its
supercharger.

In its last event, the August 1939 Crystal Palace Imperial Trophy race, Bert Hadley beat the MGs
into second place by over a mile.

The photo shows Hadley about to launch from the Shelsley Walsh start line in June 1939, setting
his fastest ever time. 

You can see why we are already getting very excited about will be an exceptional event.

There is a huge amount of work going on to ensure its success and give you an unforgettable and
entertaining experience. 

I'll write and tell you more about it in the coming months. In the meantime keep an eye on
the Centenary Event website.

Kind regards

Nick Salmon

For The Austin Seven Centenary Organising Committee

p.s. Spread the word! Please forward this email on to any other A7 owners that you know.


